
 

 

Australian Volunteers Program 

Go Back<>Give Back Competition | Entry Guide 
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1 Introducing the Go Back<>Give Back Competition 

 

To recognise the contribution of returned volunteers (RVs) to development in our region, celebrate lasting 

connections between retuned volunteers and Partner Organisations (POs) and to and mark International 

Volunteer Day (IVD) 2018, RAVN invites all returned volunteers to enter the Go Back<>Give Back 

Competition. This competition will enable two returned volunteers to revisit their former POs and complete 

a small development project.  

2 What’s the prize? 

Each winner (two in total) will receive: 

 One return economy airfare from Australia to the country of the RV’s volunteer assignment 

 Seven nights' accommodation (3 star or equivalent) in country 

 A grant of AUD $6,000 for the RV’s PO 

Six finalists will also be flown to Melbourne for the announcement of the competition winners by the 

Australian Volunteers Program Director. 

3 How can I use the grant? 

The winning entrant will work with the PO to identify a project for funding, develop a project brief, and 

create a video pitch that outlines the funding need, which will be submitted to and approved by the 

competition organisers. 

The grant can be used to fund projects, events, equipment or activities that support the work of the partner 

organisation and can be completed by May 2019. Examples of possible grant projects and activities include:  

 Capacity development/training-related workshops or courses (within the country) 

 Event or activity that promotes the work of the partner organisation (e.g. fundraising event, 

stakeholder event) 

 Management of small projects, such as reports, project designs, website development, etc  

 Purchase of equipment (e.g. sports, education, medical, training resources, clear water supply)  

The funding cannot be used for ongoing/recurring costs, such as administration or staffing costs. 



 

4 What are the assessment criteria? 

1. The quality, creativity and conciseness of your video pitch and written application 

2. Clearly defined, stand-alone project that is realistically achievable within a short time frame (prize 

includes seven days accommodation) 

3. Demonstrated development outcome that supports the Partner Organisation’s goals  

4. Demonstrated ongoing connection with the PO since completing the volunteer assignment 

5. Ability of the PO to host the winner and support to completion of the proposed project 

5 How will the competition be run? 

 Six finalists will be shortlisted by AVI staff (six members) based on an assessment of their three to five 

minute video pitch (uploaded to their state’s RAVN Facebook page) and supporting written brief (online 

form), which must include contact details for a PO representative .  

 The six finalists will be notified via email and prompted to submit a detailed project proposal and cost 

analysis.  

 Flights and accommodation to Melbourne will be arranged for the finalists to the IVD celebration event 

in Melbourne on the 4th or 5th of December. 

 A judging panel of senior Australian POs, AVI and DFAT staff members (four panel members) will assess 

the six finalists entries, including the project proposals. 

 Two winners will be selected based on the combined panel members scores (see assessment criteria 

below). 

 The two winners will be announced during the IVD celebration event in Melbourne (4 or 5 December) 

 The competition organisers will contact the winners after IVD to arrange fulfilment of the prize 

6 What are the Terms and Conditions?  

 Competition entry is open to returned volunteers who volunteered in an Australian Government-

funded volunteer programs and were located in one of the countries the Australian Volunteers 

Program currently operates. This includes returned AVIDs, AYADS, ABVs, VIDAs and Red Cross 

volunteers. See the full list of countries. 

 The video pitch entry must be submitted on the RV’s state RAVN Facebook Group (e.g. QLD Australian 

Returned Volunteers) and the project brief through the online form by Friday 9 November 2018. 

 Entrants must demonstrate how they have stayed connected to their PO and provide a clear outcome 

for the proposed project. 

 Finalists must provide a short project proposal and cost analysis. 

 Two winning entrants will receive one return economy airfare from an Australian capital city to the 

country of assignment five nights’ accommodation in country and travel insurance for the duration of 

the trip.  

 Airfares for winning entrants will be arranged by the competition organisers in consultation with each 

winner. The airfares will be provided to and from an Australian capital city and based on the most 

competitive price available. 

 Accommodation for winning entrants will be arranged by the competition organisers in consultation 

with each winner. The accommodation will be at three star level or nearest equivalent.  

https://www.australianvolunteers.com/where-we-work/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206162262875199/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206162262875199/


 

 Costs occurred with arranging visas or medical services are not included as part of this prize and are the 

winner’s responsibility.  Please note, if the winner decides to extend their trip at their own cost, extra 

insurance will not be provided. 

 The winning entrants must be available to travel to the country of their volunteer assignment before 

the end of the May 2019 during a time that is agreed in consultation with the PO and competition 

organisers. 

 Entrants and winners agree to be involved in Australian Volunteers Program media and promotional 

activities before, during and after the trip. 

 The content provided by entrants for the purposes of the competition becomes the property of the 

Australian Volunteers Program and can be used for promotional purposes. 

 Staff of DFAT, AVI, Cardno, the Whitelam Group, former ‘Host Organisation Revisited’ winners and 

volunteers currently on assignment are not eligible to enter this competition.  

 All projects must be completed and acquitted by the end of the May 2019 (including travel to the PO). 

7 How do I enter the Go Back<>Give Back competition? 

Just follow the steps below to enter. Remember, there are two parts to entering the competition - the 

video pitch and the supporting project brief!   

Step 1: Familiarise yourself with this Go Back <> Give Back competition entry guide, including the full 

competition terms and conditions. 

Step 2: Develop your project idea in consultation with your PO. Consider how could you us $6,000 to 

support your PO’s organisational goals? Is your PO able to host you and your project in the timeframe 

required (see key dates below)?  

Step 2: Record and upload your video pitch to your state’s RAVN Facebook Group. Your video pitch should 

be three to five minutes in length and contain the following information:  

1. Make sure you are member of your state’s RAVN Facebook group: 

ACT, NSW, NT, QLD, SA, TAS, VIC, WA 

2. Introduce yourself and tell us about your volunteer assignment (role, PO, location, duration etc). 

3. Introduce your PO and outline what they’re trying to achieve 

4. Pitch your project idea and tell us how it is going to support your PO’s goals (sell us your idea!) 

5. Tell us why you want to assist your PO through the Go Back<>Give Back competition – what is your 

motivation? 

6. When you upload your video pitch to your state’s Facebook group, you are sharing it with your 

fellow returned volunteers, sharing information about the great work your PO does and maybe 

even inspiring other returned volunteers to stay connected! Please include the name of your 

proposed project and the hashtags #AusVols #GoBackGiveBack and #IVD2018. 

Step 3: Complete the online project brief form, including the link to your video pitch on Facebook, and a 

contact person at your PO. The maximum word count for answers is 200 words. The project brief form 

includes: 

1. Contact and assignment details 

2. Project title 

3. Area of development impact 

4. Why do you want to revisit your Partner Organisation? (motivation) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/156549971200248/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/165284496988828/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/493097447442611/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/206162262875199/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/195145767318519/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/rav.tas/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/709779552382427/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517173675020205/


 

5. How could a Go Back<>Give Back competition prize of $6,000 contribute to your Partner 

Organisation’s goals? (Note: final project is to be developed in consultation with Partner 

Organisation in country) 

6. How have you stayed connected with your Partner Organisation and colleagues? Or how have you 

continued to contribute to their work beyond your volunteer assignment? 

7. Who at your PO can we contact about your project proposal? (name, position, contact numbers, 

email address, preferred form of communication). 

Six finalists will be contacted and asked to complete a short project proposal and cost analysis (templates 

will be provided), and fly to Melbourne (travel and accommodation costs covered) for the Australian 

Volunteers Program’s International Volunteer Day celebration event where the winner will be announced 

on 4 or 5 December. 

Click here to complete your entry. 

8 Key dates 

 Competition opens: Friday 12 October, 2018 

 Entries close: Friday 9 November, 2018 

 Shortlisting of entries: Monday 12 to Thursday 15 November, 2018 

 Shortlisted and unsuccessful entrants notified: Friday 16 November, 2018 

 Deadline for shortlisted entrants to submit project proposals: Friday 23 November, 2018 

 Panel member evaluation of project proposals: Monday 26 to Friday 30, November 

 Winners announced at IVD Celebration event in Melbourne: Tuesday 4 or Wednesday 5 December, 

2018  

 Winners’ projects completed: By May 2019 

9 Competition contacts 

If you have questions about the competition and cannot find the answer in this Competition Entry Guide, 

please contact the Chelsey Parish, the RAVN Manager: ravn@australianvolunteers.com 

 

https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4619385/Go-Back-lt-gt-Give-Back-Grants-2018
https://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/4619385/Go-Back-lt-gt-Give-Back-Grants-2018
mailto:ravn@australianvolunteers.com?subject=Go%20Back%3c%3eGive%20Back%20competition%20question

