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The Australian Volunteers Program in Samoa supported 
30 volunteer assignments and 17 partner organisations in 
2018/2019, contributing to locally-led development in areas 
including health, education and gender equality.

‘We have improved our systems, planning, monitoring and 
evaluation strategies, and the way we engage with our 
stakeholders [with the support of the Australian volunteer].’ 
– Samoa Cancer Society

2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers contributed to the 
delivery of the Australian Government’s aid priorities in 
Samoa across health and education, the private sector and 
governance. The program also focused on gender equality 
and the inclusion of people with disabilities.

The program worked on partnership plans with 12 new 
partner organisations and increased the involvement of 
partner organisations in the recruitment and mobilisation 
of volunteers. 

The team in Samoa kept in regular contact with partner 
organisations and volunteers with in-person catch-ups  
and a WhatsApp group, to ensure volunteer assignments 
were progressing. 

Volunteers and partner organisations promoted the value  
of volunteering through International Volunteer Day events 
in Apia, and volunteers sharing their experiences on their 
social media accounts.

The program supported seven family members to 
accompany volunteers on their assignments. 

Case Study 

The Samoa Cancer Society is a non-government organisation 
working to improve cancer diagnoses and ensure the best 
quality of life for people affected by cancer. 

For a number of years, the Cancer Society had been trying  
to organise a national palliative care forum and gain the 
Ministry of Health’s support for a national palliative guideline. 

Australian volunteer Alice Every’s experience in palliative  
care provided the perfect opportunity for the organisation  
to progress the idea of a forum. Alice was instrumental in 
planning and delivering the event during her assignment. 

More than 100 delegates attended the two-day forum, 
including government ministers, diplomatic corps and local 
stakeholders. International guest speakers presented 
information on a range of palliative and health service topics.

Alice holds a Master’s degree in palliative care, has more than 
13 years’ experience managing palliative care programs in 
clinical and community settings, and has developed and 
delivered numerous palliative care nurse training programs. 

Alice strengthened the capacity of her counterpart to  
take the lead with projects and patient support systems. 
Her counterpart then went on to receive palliative care 
certification through an Australian university online  
training course. 

A representative from the Samoa Cancer Society said,  
‘We have improved our systems, planning strategies, 
monitoring, evaluation strategies and the way we engage  
with our stakeholders. Our community services are now  
more relevant.’

Australian volunteer Disability Policy Officer Si Qi Wen (middle) with 
her colleagues in Samoa. Photo: Darren James


