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Location of assignments

In 2018/2019 the Australian Volunteers Program supported 17 volunteer assignments and 13 partner organisations 
across the Federated States of Micronesia, Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, with a focus on supporting 
government bodies across a vast geographical region.
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2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers helped address violence 
against women and children at policy and structural levels, 
supported counselling centres, trained service providers 
and law enforcement officials, and linked stakeholders with 
service providers across the Federated States of Micronesia, 
Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands.

Through their assignments, the majority of which were at 
state and provincial-level government bodies, volunteers 
contributed to the delivery of the Australian Government’s 
aid priorities in each of these countries, with a focus on 
health, education, child protection and gender equality.

As part of a collaboration with the United Nations Children’s 
Fund Pacific Office, Australian volunteers were placed in  
five Pacific countries, including the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands, 
to provide technical assistance to local ministries on 
national child protection policies and legislation.

The Australian Volunteers Program delivered five workshops 
with partner organisations, and the annual in-country 
meeting was held in Kosrae, one of the four states of  
the Federated States of Micronesia, bringing volunteers 
together from across the region, where they reflected  
on their assignments, and shared challenges, lessons  
and achievements.  

The program also arranged video and photo shoots to 
capture volunteers in action in the Federated States of 
Micronesia, Palau, and the Republic of the Marshall Islands. 
The results of these have been used across the program’s 
recruitment, marketing and communications, and this 
content was also provided to the Australian Embassy in 
Pohnpei for its use. 

The key challenge facing the Australian Volunteers Program 
in the North Pacific is geographic spread: arranging in-
person meetings with volunteers across a vast geographical 
region, and also supporting them to secure appropriate 
accommodation.

Of the 17 assignments undertaken during 2018/19,  
nine commenced during this period. The Australian 
Volunteers Program also supported two family members  
to accompany volunteers.

Case Study 

Kate Miller was based on the island of Yap in the Federated 
States of Micronesia where she worked as a Human Services 
Programs Specialist for the Yap Government.

Kate facilitated workshops and training on child protection, 
child abuse, and mandatory reporting, helping to address 
issues facing young people, while supporting  
structural change.

One of her goals was to establish processes that would allow 
juvenile offenders to live in custodial placements in the 
community instead of being incarcerated. 

When Kate learned of the experience of a particular young 
person in an adult prison, she worked with staff to develop  
a schedule to bring the young person out of their cell as 
much as possible, helped find a custodian for them, and 
helped ensure that the young person was released under  
a custodial order.

Kate worked one-on-one with the custodian, and spoke with 
the young person to gain their views.

‘Immediately I began to see changes - he was sleeping better, 
eating better, getting more exercise. He has a long way to go, 
but even just the relatively small success of getting that court 
order and having him released into the community resulted 
in positive changes in his attitude towards life,’ Kate said.

Australian volunteer Gender Development Officer, Jaclyn McCosker (left) 
with Chuuk Women’s Council President, Christina Stinnett, at the  
council’s offices and meeting place in Weno, Chuuk. Photo: Darren James


