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Location of assignments

In 2018/2019 the Australian Volunteers Program in Nepal supported 25 volunteer assignments and 20 partner 
organisations, helping government and government-affiliated agencies to achieve their development goals.
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2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In line with government requirements, in 2018/2019 
Australian volunteers in Nepal supported government and 
government-affiliated agencies, most commonly through 
roles in the engineering, architecture, health, business, and 
tourism sectors.

Australian volunteers contributed to the delivery of the 
Australian Government’s aid priorities in Nepal, including 
supporting people with disabilities to enhance their 
socio-economic development, supporting gender equality 
and social inclusion, and promoting strong, effective and 
inclusive sub-national governance through improved 
service delivery and economic governance. 

Volunteers helped develop partnership arrangements 
between Nepali and Australian organisations, including a 
link with BeyondBlue in Australia to implement a mental 
health program in Nepal.

Volunteers also actively promoted the value of volunteering 
by writing articles and blogs for online media outlets, 
including one article which was published in a national 
newspaper.

The program arranged video and photo shoots to  
capture volunteers in action, the results of which have  
been used across the program’s recruitment, marketing  
and communications, and in the Australian Embassy’s  
social media.  

Finding suitable applicants for specialist positions  
and building relationships with new partner organisations 
outside the Kathmandu Valley were challenges faced  
by the program.

Of the 25 assignments undertaken during 2018/19,  
17 commenced during this period. The Australian  
Volunteers Program also supported six family members  
to accompany volunteers.

Case Study 

Dhulikhel Municipality, established in 1985, is one of 276 
municipalities in Nepal and has been a partner of the 
Australian Volunteers Program since 2018. The municipality 
includes a number of rural areas and is facing challenges 
from rapid population growth.

Two Australian volunteers, Lucinda Peterson and Saideh Kent, 
supported Dhulikel Municipality to address two priority  
areas under the municipality’s five-year vision paper: urban 
planning and agri-business. Lucinda assisted with reviewing 
and implementing an Integrated Urban Development Plan, 
while Saideh’s role was to provide technical input for  
an Agricultural Development Plan and coordinate five 
agri-enterprise projects.

Both volunteers made a lasting impact, as acknowledged by 
the Honourable Ashok Kumar Byanju Shrestha, Mayor of 
Dhulikhel Municipality. 

‘We’d like to keep Lucinda and Saideh here for another year,’ 
he said. 

Lucinda Peterson (right), Australian volunteer Urban Planner with 
the Dhulikhel Municipal Council, pictured with friend and colleague 
Shree Krishna Manandhar looking over plans in Dhulikhel municipal 
council offices. Photo: Teagan Glenane


