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Location of assignments

In 2018/2019 the Australian Volunteers Program in Kiribati supported 13 volunteer assignments and seven partner 
organisations, and planned for the expansion of the program to Kiritimati Island.

KIRIBATI        
COUNTRY FACT SHEET 

2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers contributed to the 
delivery of the Australian aid priorities in Kiribati including 
in the health, education, and law and justice sectors, and 
the inclusion of people with disabilities.

The Australian Volunteers Program team, alongside DFAT 
staff, made its first safety and security assessment trip to 
Kiritimati Island as part of plans to expand the program’s 
reach in Kiribati. 

While all assignments were based in Tarawa, the benefits  
of the volunteers’ activities extended to the outer atolls.  
For example, following the Inclusive Education Act being 
enacted into law, Australian volunteers at the Ministry of 
Education supported the roll-out of training for teachers 
and school heads that stretches beyond Tarawa.

Volunteers attended the annual in-country meeting, held  
in Solomon Islands, which provided an opportunity for 
volunteers to reflect, learn and discuss key achievements 
and challenges. 

Finding affordable rental accommodation in Tarawa remains 
a challenge for the program. 

Of the 13 assignments undertaken during 2018/19, eight 
commenced during this period. 

Case Study 

Ryan West supported the Office of the People’s Lawyer (OPL) 
in Kiribati as a Legal Advisor for 12 months. He assisted staff 
with cases and provided training. He also developed his 
legal researching skills, often investigating a number of 
jurisdictions to find the appropriate authority.

Ryan made a significant impact on the OPL team by  
helping to develop and publish the country’s Duty Lawyer 
Handbook, and supporting the team to enter into a 
memorandum of understanding with the OPL in Tuvalu. 

This new relationship provides both organisations with 
opportunities to collaborate on staff capacity development 
and to mobilise resources for joint activities. It could also be 
the first step in creating a legal aid network between small 
countries in the Pacific region.

Ryan West (right), Australian volunteer Legal Advisor at Office of the 
Peoples lawyer, South Tarawa, Kiribati, alongside the head of Office  
of the People’s Lawyer, Raweita Beniata. Photo: Harjono Djoyobisono


