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Location of assignments

In 2018/2019 the Australian Volunteers Program in Fiji 
supported 57 volunteer assignments and 34 partner 
organisations, with the program continuing to expand its 
impact beyond Suva.

FIJI      
COUNTRY FACT SHEET 

Tavua, Sigatoka and 
other locations
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2018/19 at a glance*

* The above data is drawn from reports completed by volunteers and partner organisations. Reponses were not received from all volunteers and partner organisations, 
and not all respondents provided a response to every question.

‘There has been a great sense of fulfilment and  
personal growth.’ 
– Snehlata Bhartu, Australian volunteer
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Overview

In 2018/2019 Australian volunteers in Fiji supported  
government organisations and national and local-level 
NGOs, predominately working in the civil society, health,  
and infrastructure sectors.

During this time the Australian Volunteers Program 
increased its impact outside of Suva in line with the 
program’s plan to expand its geographic coverage.  
In addition to Suva, assignments were hosted in  
Labasa, Savusavu, Lautoka, Nadi, Tavua, Sigatoka,  
among other locations. 

The program arranged video and photo shoots to  
capture volunteers in action, the results of which  
have been used across the program’s recruitment and 
marketing communications, and on the Australian High 
Commission’ social media channels. 

Volunteers acknowledged and celebrated international 
volunteering and the Australian Volunteers Program  
through local media stories, and were acknowledged  
at an International Volunteer Day event hosted by the  
High Commission.

Of the 57 assignments undertaken during 2018/19,  
31 commenced during this period. The Australian  
Volunteers Program also supported six family  
members to accompany volunteers.

Case Study 

Snehlata Bhartu left Fiji with her six-month-old son in 
December 1987 due to political unrest and instability in the 
country. After 30 years working in Australia as a clinical 
pharmacist and a pharmacist in a hospital setting, and with 
two independent adult sons, she decided to return to her 
country of birth as a volunteer.

As a clinical pharmacist at Suva’s Colonial War Memorial 
Hospital, Snehlata established clinical pharmacy services, 
which involved mentoring and workplace training of 
pharmacists. 

‘There has been a great sense of fulfilment and personal 
growth for me,’ said Snehlata.

Snehlata’s volunteer assignment has made a significant 
impact at both the local and national level. She revised and 
consolidated pharmacy manuals, conducted a workshop for 
pharmacists of Fiji’s major hospitals, reviewed treatment 
guidelines, and was an advisor to the National Antimicrobial 
Resistance Committee.

Snehlata Bhartu (left), Australian volunteer Clinical Pharmacist 
Development Officer at Fiji Pharmaceutical and Biomedical Services 
with colleague Ashodra Gautam. Photo: Darren James


